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of the several States have in their respect-
ive jurisdictions. If Congress have any
power, they must have the whole power of
the continent. Such a power would not
abridge the sovereignty of each State in
any article relating to its own government.
The internal police of each State would be
still under the sole superintendence of its
legislature. But in a matter that equally
respects all the States no individual State
lias more than a thirteenth part of the leg-
islative authority, and consequently has no
right to decide what measure shall or shall
not take place on the continent. A major-
ity of the States must decide; our confeder-
ation cannot be permanent unless founded
on that principle; nay, more, the States can-
not be said to be united till such a principle
is adopted in its utmost latitude. If a sin-
gle town or precinct could counteract the
will of a whole State, would there be any
government in that State ? It is an estab-
lished principle in government that the will
of the minority must submit to that of the
majority; and a single State or a minority
of States ought to be disabled to resist the
of the majority, as much as a town or